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Invasive Northern Pike in Southcentral Alaska

Parker Bradley

Northern Pike, (also known as slough sharks,
water wolves, gators, or snot rockets) are acommon
and popular sport fish found in freshwaters
throughout northern North America, Asia, and
Europe. As an apex predator in nearly any fish
community where it occurs, Northern Pike are
known for their mouthful of sharp teeth and
potential for large size. They are aggressive feeders
that ambush their prey with a very hard and fast
strike. Because of this, Northern Pike are desired
by many anglers (including myself).

Here in Alaska, their native distribution is
north and west of the Alaska Range (North Slope,
Interior, and Bristol Bay), as well as Yakutat in
Southeast. However, in the Matanuska-Susitna
Valley (Mat-Su) they were introduced by an angler
in the late 1950’s to Bulchitna Lake (a remote lake

in the Yentna River drainage). It’s believed the
individual flew them back from Minto Flats in
their float plane. Bucket biologists, as they're called,
have caused the permanent alteration of native fish
communities throughout the world, and Alaska is
no exception.

In the Southcentral region of Alaska, Northern
Pike are considered an invasive species. To be
considered an invasive species, there are two
criteria that need to be met: it must be not native to
an area AND be causing some type of harm, either
environmental, economic, or harm to human health.

A question many of you may be thinking is,
why would Northern Pike be causing harm here
in Southcentral, and not in their native range in
the Interior or Bristol Bay? Well, one important
consideration is the role that habitat plays in fish

communities.
Continued on page 3
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The President’s Corner

AFS Alaska Chapter President Erik Schoen

Greetings, Alaska Chapter,

I'm writing my last President’s Corner at a time
of transition and uncertainty in Alaska’s fisheries.
Over the past few years, we’ve almost gotten
used to incredible disruptions in our ecosystems
driven in large part by climate change. Ups and
downs—but mostly downs—in fisheries harvests
have hit our freezers, smokehouses, economies,
and cultural traditions hard, from fish camps
on the river to seafood processing plants along
the coast. While many of these changes have
been deeply harmful, others have provided new
opportunities for those who are in position to
benefit. We are now experiencing a new kind of
uncertainty and disruption within the fisheries
profession itself, driven by political change. This
upheaval affects all of us, but in different ways.
In times like this, it's important to connect and
support each other, and professional societies like
AFS can help facilitate these connections.

This year’s federal layoffs, funding cuts, and
hiring freezes have sent a chill through Alaska’s
fisheries community and clarified how much we
rely on our federal colleagues. Federal workers
monitor our oceans, lakes, and rivers; manage
or co-manage many of our fisheries; conduct
research, teaching, and outreach; restore fish
habitat; support much of the work of our Tribes,
state agencies, universities, and nonprofits; warn

us of incoming storms; and would even risk their
lives to save ours if our boat was going down.
Federal workers also play many important roles
within AFS and the Alaska Chapter. Let’s all think
of ways to support our friends and colleagues
who work for federal agencies as they brace for
layoffs via form letters, dehumanizing messages
on their work emails, and potential cuts to their
programs. And let’s all support each other as we
navigate the challenges this political upheaval is
posing for the whole Alaska fisheries community.
As one small example,  was happy that President
Elect Whitney Crittenden added a virtual option
and offered assistance with registration fees to
help people affected by the federal layoffs and
travel restrictions participate in the recent Alaska
Chapter Annual Meeting. The AFS parent office
has also set up a webpage where you can share
your story of personal impacts from job cuts, find
resources, and take action: https://fisheries.org/
federal-workforce-and-budget-cuts.

Let’s also acknowledge the impacts of the
recent executive orders barring diversity, equity,
and inclusion activities by federal entities and
threatening these activities by recipients of
federal grants and contracts, which includes
most of our organizations. The AFS Alaska
Chapter has worked to increase opportunities and
break down barriers to recruitment, retention,
and advancement of talented individuals from
all backgrounds in the fisheries profession for
decades. In my view, this work is essential for
two reasons. Building a culture of welcoming
and respecting people of all backgrounds is the
right thing to do. It also helps us do our jobs better
and promotes excellence in our profession. When
we attract new colleagues from a larger talent
pool and treat everyone with respect, they stick
around, and we all benefit from better science,
better management, and better engagement
with the communities we serve. This work isn’t
the flavor of the month - it has been happening
within our Chapter since the Cultural Diversity
Committee was formed in 1992. I don’t really
care what acronym we use to describe it, but
we all have a shared responsibility to continue

this work and keep looking for ways to increase
Continued on page 3
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opportunity and break down barriers.

Thank you for the opportunity to serve in
the leadership of the Alaska Chapter. Serving
with this dedicated team has been one of the
highlights of my career, and I am proud of what
we have accomplished together over the last
four years. I believe AFS and the Alaska Chapter

can play a very important role in bringing our
professional community together in this new
period of uncertainty, and I encourage you to get
involved. I wish all the best to our new President
Whitney Crittenden, and I1ook forward to seeing
where she and our new leadership take us.

All the best! Erik

Invasive Northern Pike, continued

Northern Pike’s preferred habitat is generally
shallow, slow-moving water with lots of aquatic
vegetation. Their color/pattern helps them blend
in with surrounding weeds, where they ambush
unsuspecting prey swimming by. This is also the
habitat they spawn in. In areas where this is the
dominant habitat type, Northern Pike can have
a very strong influence on the fish assemblage.
Where their preferred type of habitat is more
limited, Pike are more limited, or absent altogether.
This is the case wherever they occur, including in

One of the most notorious examples of Northern
Pike completely changing the fish species
composition in Southcentral Alaska is found in
Alexander Creek. Alexander Creek used to be
one of the premier Chinook Salmon fisheries in
this region, with an entire industry of guides,
charter companies, and lodges focused around the
Chinook Salmon fishery in Alexander Creek. By
the 1990s, Northern Pike had spread throughout
the entire Alexander drainage, and the Chinook

Salmon fishery subsequently collapsed.
Continued on next page

their native range. For example, in Minto
Flats (native range) that has a tremendous
amount of ideal habitat, Northern Pike are
the dominant species present. In a place
like Bristol Bay, also native range but with
huge deep lakes and clear swift moving
rivers, Pike are not the dominant species
and “co-exist” with the largest Sockeye
Salmon population in the world.
However, the Mat-Su also has a
tremendous amount of great Pike habitat,
as is found in Minto Flats. As a result, Pike
have taken over a tremendous amount
of habitat that has historically served as
rearing habitat for salmon. As of today,
Northern Pike are documented to be |
present in at least 150 waterbodies (see |-~
“Pike Mapper” at _hftps://experience.arcgis.
com/experience/1a4eb07b42f4ebb8c71ba45ad 5"
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Screen shot from “pike mapper” showing the status of various Pike waters.
Graphic from Parker Bradley, ADF&G.
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Invasive Northern Pike, continued

This became apparent in the early
2000s, when nearly every Cook Inlet |*2.000
tributary in this region saw record
high returns of Chinook Salmon.
But the minimum escapement goal
of 2,100 Chinook Salmon was barely | &.000
met in Alexander Creek. This was
the beginning of a downward spiral
of Chinook Salmon in Alexander | %0
Creek. This is particularly evident .
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not have Pike due to the habitat

type. Chinook Salmon counts in these two systems
tracked closely through the 1980s and 1990s, but
began to diverge in the early 2000s.

Unfortunately, the Alexander system has a
tremendous amount of great Northern Pike habitat
that offers a great advantage to the toothy predator.
Alexander Creek and the Talachulitna River still
follow similar Chinook Salmon return patterns,
but Alexander counts are now about 75% below
counts seen in the Talachulitna. Chinook Salmon
stocks are struggling statewide, but the additional
impact from Northern Pike predation in Alexander
Creek is clearly devastating.

In 2011, the Alaska Department of Fish and Game
(ADF&G) initiated a Northern Pike suppression
project in Alexander Creek. This involves intensive
gillnetting every spring in an attempt to alleviate
predation pressure on juvenile Chinook Salmon.
Despite removing over 32,000 Northern Pike from
Alexander Creek since 2011, Chinook Salmon
have continued to decline. Efforts are underway
to increase the effectiveness of suppression in the
Alexander drainage.

Since 2020, ADF&G has conducted a survey
and monitoring program during which a crew of
two technicians hunts for and samples Northern
Pike anywhere and everywhere in the Mat-Su.
This has given us a very robust dataset and a
better understanding on the current status of fish
populations in many systems. Every Northern
Pike we capture is examined for stomach contents.
This gives us tremendously useful information

on their diets and the presence of other species in
the aquatic community since Northern Pike are
effectively swimming minnow traps.

One thing we have started quantifying is how
much documented anadromous habitat Northern
Pike are actually impacting. Based on our netting
and Pike stomach content data, we're seeing
varying degrees of impact in different systems.
We've created three categories for documented
anadromous waterbodies related to the impacts
that Northern Pike are having:

-Category 1: anadromous waterbodies showing
little/no impacts from Pike predation;

-Category 2: anadromous waterbodies showing
moderate to severe impacts from Pike predation;
and

-Category 3: anadromous waterbodies no longer
supporting any anadromous fish due to Pike
predation.

Generally, Category 1 waterbodies have limited
or minimal Northern Pike habitat, allowing fish
like juvenile salmon to occupy different parts of
the waterbody, thereby avoiding predation and
co-existing like they do in places like Bristol Bay.
In contrast, Category 3 waterbodies are generally
great Northern Pike habitat, leaving little habitat
for juvenile salmon to occupy without being at risk
of predation. A couple examples are below.

Big Lake (Category 1) is a large lake with lots of
deep water and habitat not optimal for Northern

Pike. Stomach contents of Pike sampled from Big
Continued on next page
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Invasive Northern Pike, continued
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Percent of Northern Pike stomachs examined that contained various prey items in Big Lake (Category 1
lake) and Stephan Lake (Category 3 lake). Photo from Parker Bradley, ADF&G.

Lake reveal a wide variety of species are present in
the system. In contrast, Stephan Lake (Category 3),
in the Goose Creek drainage and prime Northern
Pike habitat, historically supported a host of
native species, including Rainbow Trout, Sockeye
Salmon, and Coho Salmon. Despite sampling for
five consecutive years, only Northern Pike has
been captured in Stephan Lake. Additionally, Pike
stomach contents suggest Stickleback are the only
remaining native fish species. Once predation rates
get to the level to extirpating virtually all native
fish species, Northern Pike predominately feed
on invertebrates (scuds, dragon fly larvae, leaches,
etc.); cannibalism rates are surprisingly low.
Systems like this are unfortunately permanently
altered and will never support anadromous fish
again without drastic human intervention.

In the Mat-Su, there are at least 41 other Category
3 lakes that historically supported anadromous fish
but have followed the same fate at Stephan Lake.
These lakes represent 26% of the surface acreage of
lentic anadromous habitat in the Mat-Su. Another
13% are Category 2 (moderate to severe impacts),
while 23% are Category 1.

Northern Pike can even affect anadromous
habitat they don’t occupy, first by serving as an
ecological barrier. For example, in a lake with

great Pike habitat, Pike can prevent juvenile
salmon transiting to or from upstream tributaries
by inflicting exceptionally high predation. This
can eventually kill the salmon return in an entire
drainage. Hundreds of formally anadromous
stream miles in the Mat-Su have been affected
this way.

Northern Pike can also affect anadromous habitat
they don’t occupy by creating “sink habitats” in
which juvenile salmon immigrate into an area,
but don’t migrate back out due to mortality. This
is especially true with Coho Salmon which spend
several years rearing in freshwater. For example,
a PIT-tag study in Fish Creek, the outlet creek
from Big Lake, found 31% of the juvenile Coho
Salmon migrated into Threemile Lake in the fall for
overwintering (J. Ashline, UAF, pers. com.). Due to
the favorable Northern Pike habitat in Threemile
Lake, it’s unlikely many, if any, of these juveniles
survived the winter. So, while there’s limited Pike
habitat in Fish Creek, a significant proportion of
the juvenile Coho Salmon from Fish Creek are
significantly impacted by moving to Threemile
Lake. There are many other examples of similar
situations throughout this region.

So now you may be wondering what’s being

Continued on next page
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Invasive Northern Pike, continued

done, or what can be done? We
have made significant progress with
eradicating Northern Pike from
waters on the Kenai Peninsula. This
effort began in 2008 and wrapped up
in 2024, which entailed chemically
treating 22 different waterbodies
with rotenone. Northern Pike have
also been eradicated from several
locations in the Anchorage area, but
with only three eradications in the
Mat-Su so far. It's a bit complicated
in the Mat-Su, and not as simple

as applying rotenone and walking i

away. With waterbodies being
so interconnected in large river
systems, eradication is more difficult. aprga.

This is a problem which will require

some serious creative thinking. In addition, we’ve
documented Northern Pike moving through the
estuarine waters of Cook Inlet and establishing
populations in other drainages, which further
complicates things (Wooller et al. 2024).

What the future holds for Northern Pike in
Southcentral is hard to say. There’s a lot of great
research and work being done by various partners
and other agencies. While Pike may be here to
stay (I'm holding out hope for a silver bullet one
day), there’s still a lot we can do. As widespread
as Northern Pike are, there is a lot of habitat
they don’t occupy, and efforts are being made to
keep it that way. Additionally, we’re working on
restoring some lost anadromous habitat, but that’s
easier said than done. For a complete run down
of all that’s occurring regarding this issue, please
see our current management plan (hftps://www.
adfg.alaska.gov/static/species/nonnative/invasive/pike/
pdfs/2022_invasive_pike_management_plan.pdf).

If anything positive can be gained from this
issue, I hope it’s at least awareness to the threat
that invasive species pose to our fragile ecosystems
and resources, and the importance of prevention.
A species that becomes established in an aquatic
environment can be very difficult to remove and
expensive to manage. As bad as I've painted this
picture, things can still get worse. For example,
species like Elodea and European green crab are on

=y

Northern Pike from Alexander Creek full of juvenile salmon. Photo from Dave Rutz,

the spread in Alaska waters. Species that don’t even
occur here yet, such as zebra or quagga mussels,
could show up tomorrow and would be absolutely
devastating. But invasive species prevention is
something everyone can help with, especially you!
Don’t dump your aquarium tanks in waterbodies
(probably obvious to most of you). Yes, goldfish
can live just fine in Alaska, and they are not easy
to remove! Clean, drain, and dry all gear and
equipment used in the aquatic environment every
time as it is very easy to accidentally transport
aquatic hitchhikers. Many of you are fish biologists
or researchers, and by spending so much time
in various waterbodies, we don’t want to be the
ones accidentally moving organisms between
watersheds. Also, keep an eye out for species out
of place! Anything that looks unusual, whether
that be a plant, invertebrate, or fish, report it to
1-877-INVASIV. If something doesn’t belong, we
have a much higher chance of successfully dealing
with it if caught early. Let’s all work together to
keep Alaska the way it should be!

Parker Bradley is an invasive species research
biologist with ADF&G Sport Fish Division, based in
Palmer. He started with ADF&G in 2012 as a Habitat
Biologist in Fairbanks, but has been in his current
position since 2018. Parker has a M.S. in Fisheries from
the University of Alaska Fairbanks.
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Randy Brown
I have served as the historian for
the Alaska Chapter of the American
Fisheries Society for almost 23 years,
following the original historian,
Jim Reynolds. As the Chapter
Historian, I maintained the archives
of the Chapter in paper, digital,
and photographic formats. I took
photographs at our annual meetings,
initially as slides and later as digital
images. I also requested photographs
from others who were taking pictures.
Images from the early days of the
Chapter were almost all hard-copy ===
photographs. I have digitized some [
of the early photographs and slides, |
mostly by request from other Chapter |
members. I often relied on input &
from long-term members to identity FE&=
people in pictures from the early | e
days, including photographs in our §
Oncorhynchus newsletter.

At times during my tenure as
Chapter historian, I was asked to investigate various
events such as the discussions leading up to the
approval of the Chapter Vice-President position, the
origins and evolution of the Student Subunit of the
Alaska Chapter, and the situations leading to the
passage of resolutions such as the Procedures and
Guidelines for the Award for Fisheries Excellence
and the Yukon River Wild-Stock Management Zone.

I'took on the task of digitizing all the Oncorhynchus
issues that were archived in hard-copy so they
would be available to everybody. Our Oncorhynchus
newsletter is a great source of information on
the happenings of the Chapter, and I encourage
everyone to explore the contents when you have
a moment to spare.

At this time, the historical documents of the
Chapter are being stored at the University of Alaska
Fairbanks, under the care of Erik Schoen, our
Immediate Past President. They consist of annual
hard copy files of the Chapter’s activities, EXCOM
meeting notes, annual meeting documents,
photographs, and other materials. Additionally,
digital materials and images are present in both Erik’s
and my possession. It would be a great opportunity

Perspectives from a Historian

AFS Alaska Chapter Historian Randy Brown. Photo from Randy Brown.

for a student unit Alaska Chapter member or UAF
history student to take on the task of developing a

searchable database of the comprehensive history of
the AFS Alaska Chapter. ¥

Recruiting for Chapter Historian
After nearly 23 years as AFS Alaska Chapter
Historian, Randy Brown will be ceding the reins
to a new historian. If that new historian might be
you, please contact Chapter President Whitney
Crittenden (president@afs-alaska.org) for more
information. ¥

AFS Alaska Chapter Meeting
March 23-27, 2026
Fairbanks, Alaska


mailto:president%40afs-alaska.org?subject=
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Yukon River Salmon Habitat Restoration Newsletter

Declines of Chinook,
chum, and coho salmon
returns to the Yukon
River drainage have had
devastating impacts on
subsistence, sport, and |
commercial harvests,
Indigenous and rural
Alaskan culture, dog
mushing teams, and
the productivity and
integrity of freshwater
environments. The ocean,
where salmon spend much
of their lives, encompasses
a huge geographical
area where humans
have limited ability to
help salmon populations
recover. However, one
environment where we
can have positive impacts is the freshwater
habitat where adult salmon spawn and juvenile
salmon rear, and especially where past human
activities have negatively affected streams. These
impacts may have occurred through historic and
current mining, urbanization, construction, flood
management, or other factors. Restoration of
salmon spawning and rearing habitat may improve
and help rebuild struggling salmon populations, as
well as aid other fish, aquatic invertebrates, water
quality, amphibious mammals, and people.

A group of nonpartisan volunteers with

Elizabeth Hinkle presents her dissertation research at the AFS
Alaska Chapter meeting. Graphic from Lauren Yancy.

The Nabesna Mine has resulted in ongoing contamination, sedimentation, and otherimpacts
to Yukon River drainage streams. Photo by Kevin Fraley.

backgrounds in biology and fisheries, and with
experience and knowledge of stream restoration
techniques and activities in Alaska, are pleased
to announce a new newsletter addressing Yukon
River salmon habitat issues. The newsletter
emerged from an Outreach and Awareness
Working Group that formed during a February
2025 Interior Alaska Salmon Habitat Restoration
Summit organized by the Tanana Valley Watershed
Association, Trout Unlimited, and others. With
issues planned for each spring and fall, this
newsletter will provide information and updates
on planned and accomplished stream restoration
activities that potentially benefit salmon in the
Yukon River drainage of Alaska and Canada. These
activities include efforts led by tribal organizations,
state and federal governments, universities, and
conservation groups. Information about laws
and regulations, events, meetings, management,
and science of salmon may be covered, if relevant
to restoration. Topics such as salmon harvest
management, marine phases and environments,
bycatch, and politics will not be addressed. The
newsletter may be accessed at https://leucichthys.
org/spring-2025-newsletter/. ®



https://leucichthys.org/spring-2025-newsletter/
https://leucichthys.org/spring-2025-newsletter/
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Wally Noerenberg Award

The Wally Noerenberg Award for Fishery Excellence
(WNA) is the most prestigious award of the AFS
Alaska Chapter. This award was established in 1981
by resolution of the membership as a special honor
for individuals who have made great and outstanding
contributions to Alaska fisheries. Contributions
may include: scientific research; technological
development; species and habitat management;
innovations in harvesting, processing, or marketing;
academic and fishery education; or involvement in
national and international affairs affecting Alaska
fisheries.

At the recent AFS Alaska Chapter meeting
in Ketchikan, Dr. William (Bill) Hauser was
recognized with the 2025 WNA. A love of fishing,

& Game (ADF&G), first in the FRED Division
and then with the Habitat Division, and working
with the Exxon Valdez QOil Spill Trustee Council.
Along the way, Bill and colleagues, especially Nick
Dudiak (ADF&G, Homer), had the hair-brained
idea to turn a deserted barge landing basin on the
Homer Spit into a popular saltwater sport fishery
(Hauser et al. 2017).

Notwithstanding the positive impacts he had at
ADF&G and with the creation of the Nick Dudiak
Fishing Lagoon, it was Bill’s involvement in AFS
and as a science communicator that are his true
lasting legacy. The American Fisheries Society,
and the AFS in particular, has been integral to Bill
career as a fish biologist. He was deeply involved

hunting, and the outdoors has
been a constant in Bill’s life, and a
desire to become a biologist came
with skepticism from his strict
German/Catholic father who |
thought Bill should get a “real B
job.” Bill'sundergraduate studies %%
at the University of Wisconsin &

Madison came with work at the
Trout Lake Biological Station.
Bill subsequently enlisted in
the U.S. Army, attaining the &8
rank of captain. After the army, &
Bill studied the life history of [&
Mountain Suckers while obtaining
an M.S. in Fish and Wildlife
Management from Montana
State University. He then moved |
to Maine where his Ph.D. focused
on the estuarine behavior of
anguillid leptocephalus larvae.
After obtaining his Ph.D., Bill
spent time as a consultant,
including work for the US Army
collecting desert “specimens”
near El Centro, California. .

In 1980, Bill moved his young

family, including the 1-year-old
version of his daughter Donna, to |§
Anchorage, Alaska. Thus started §

a productive 22-year career with Bill Hauser, recipient of the AFS Alaska
the Alaska Department of Fish Chapter 2025 Wally Noerenberg Award.

xS in the organization and running
P4 of the 2005 Society Meeting in
I8y Anchorage; his efforts awarded
& with the Alaska Chapter Service
¢ Award in 2004. He also served as
Alaska Chapter President during
1992-1993 (organized the 23rd
annual meeting in Fairbanks)
and has attended many of the
annual meetings (the 1985 Kodiak
»* meeting was notable for him
winning a 12-gauge shotgun in a
raffle). Bill is also a prolific writer,
with his adventures catalogued
in the book titled Letters from
| Alaska: The Inside to the Outside.
| After retiring from ADFG, Bill
began work on his 2nd book,
Fishes of the Last Frontier, a
very accessible summary of the
life history and biology of many
Alaska species, and including
reprints of some of his articles
from FISH TALK, a long-running
" column in the Alaska Fly Fishers
newsletter. As a testament to
his commitment to students, he
has been donating copies free of
charge to students taking the Fish
& Fisheries of Alaska class at UAF.
Congratulations Dr. Hauser on
a recognition well deserved! ¥


https://bioone.org/journals/northwest-science/volume-91/issue-3/046.091.0310/Homing-of-Pacific-Salmon-to-a-Marine-Release-Site/10.3955/046.091.0310.short
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AFS Alaska Chapter Meeting Recap

Whitney Crittenden, AFS Alaska Chapter President

The Alaska Chapter of American Fisheries
Society (AFS) held its annual meeting March 17-21,
2025, in Ketchikan, Alaska, at the Ted Ferry Civic
Center. The week kicked off with professional
development courses on Sunday and Monday,
including workshops on Pacific Lamprey, ggplot,
and an Intro to Toxicology. All sessions were well
attended, with virtual participation available for
the Pacific Lamprey and Intro to Toxicology.

The main conference began with an insightful
plenary “A Historical Perspective of Some of the
Pivotal Actions of the Alaska Chapter American
Fisheries Society” by Dr. Randy Brown, AFS
Historian. Randy provided an in-depth history
lesson to the Alaska Chapter and highlighted
some of the most historical events that have led
the Chapter to where we are today. The conference
included eight symposia covering a variety of topics.
Over three days, 54 presentations were delivered,
and a poster session showcasing 24 posters
took place Thursday morning. The Recruitment
and Engagement Committee (RAE) hosted a
Traditional Foods Potluck for lunch Tuesday,
where attendees shared dishes from across the
state while Ketchikan’s Xaadaas Tak’anlang (Haida
Descendants) Dancers performed traditional songs
and dances. The RAE also organized affinity groups
during coffee breaks throughout the conference to
promote community building among participants.

Evenings were packed with activities for the

week. Monday night’s Welcome Social featured
lively sea shanties performed by Ketchikan’s Greg
Thomas — audible well beyond the venue. On
Tuesday night, options included both a trivia night
at Annabelle’s and a film festival at the beautiful
USEFS Discovery Center. Wednesday featured a
powerful Women in Fisheries luncheon, and was
followed by a spirited Spawning Run through
downtown Ketchikan in the evening — where
approximately 30 people ran true Ketchikan
fashion, in the rain. That evening AFS and the
Alaska Department of Fish and Game hosted a
European Green Crab Early Detection Monitoring
Workshop, teaching community members how to
assist in tracking this invasive species, now present
around Ketchikan.

On Thursday, the Chapter hosted a well-
attended business luncheon which covered annual
Chapter updates, officer introductions, and a
presentation from the Western Division AFS. The
evening concluded with a Banquet and Award
Ceremony featuring a taco bar. Peter Westley
presented students awards and checks for their
excellent presentations across several categories.
The highlight of the evening was a moving
presentation of the Wally Norenberg Award to the
well deserving Bill Hauser. The Student Subunit
silent auction offered an assortment of great items
to bid on, and was very entertaining to watch as
the bidding deadline approached.

A significant landslide occurred on Thursday
morning, leading to the cancellation of Friday’s
hatchery tours due to the limited transportation
across the island. Fortunately, the conference
center and most of the lodging occurred on the
town side, allowing attendees to safely catch return
flights on Friday and Saturday.

This year’s meeting was made possible through
the hard work of the Alaska Chapter Executive
Committee, Professional Development Committee,
Recruitment and Engagement Committee, and
Planning Committee, along with the generous
support from several sponsors. Despite challenges
posed by federal budget cuts and uncertainty
around travel funding, the conference was a great
success!
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UAF Glider Team Achieves Major Milestone with “Glide 365"

The glider team from the University of Alaska
Fairbanks recently achieved a milestone for their
“Glide 365” program by keeping an autonomous
underwater vehicle deployed continuously for
one year on the outer Gulf of Alaska continental
shelf. Over the course of the project, six gliders
rotated to maintain an uninterrupted presence,
ultimately deployed for 441 consecutive days.

detect marine mammal vocalizations, will travel
from the Bering Strait to Utqgiagvik. Then in
August, glider #1141 (name pending) will launch
from St. Paul Island to survey the Bering Sea’s cold
pool.UAF’s growing fleet of underwater gliders
is supported through collaboration with federal
and state agencies, including the Alaska Ocean
Observing System (AOOS). 9

During that time, the gliders
collected oceanographic data
from the ocean surface to the
seafloor, providing a first-ever
high- resolution picture of the
Gulf’s seasonal changes.

To accomplish this, the
underwater drones transited
from Seward, Alaska, to a
site 70 miles offshore where
they made hourly dives from
the surface to the bottom
and back to the surface,
collecting data on seawater
density, temperature, salinity,
phytoplankton, oxygen, and
light. Throughout the year, the
gliders endured 30-foot seas
during winter storms, strong
tidal currents, passing ships,
and even curious seabirds.
The gliders transmitted data
to UAF every three hours, and
the data are publicly available
on the Ocean Data Explorer
website for the Alaska Ocean
Observing System (AOOS).

The next deployment is
scheduled for mid-June, when
the glider Gretel will survey
the Seward Line in support of
a concurrent study by the R/V
Sikuliaqg. Later in June, asecond
glider, Turbo, will collect
turbulence data across ocean
fronts identified by Gretel.
In July, Loki, a specialized
“whale glider” equipped with

passive acoustic sensors to The UAF glider team deploys a glider in the Gulf of Alaska. Photo by Hank Statscewich, UAF IMS.
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Student Subunit Happenings

Amber Perk (outgoing) and Lauren Yancy
(incoming), Student Subunit Representatives

2025-2026 Student Subunit Officer Elections

To enhance leadership continuity within the
Student Subunit, the Vice President (VP) role will
transition to a two-year term, allowing the VP
to serve for one year before seamlessly stepping
into the President role, ensuring consistency and
sustaining progress in our initiatives. That being
said, our current VP, Sam Comeau (Juneau), will
transition to the President of the Student Subunit
for the 2025-2026 academic year. Other offices
elected for the upcoming academic year are:
Vice President Blake Toney (Juneau), Secretary
Danielle Tryon (Fairbanks), Treasurer Alex Borsky
(Fairbanks), and Recruitment and Engagement
Liaison Scott Chandler (Fairbanks).

Student Subunit Officer positions offer a valuable
opportunity for students to engage in leadership,
contribute to fisheries research, conservation,
and management, and enhance their professional
development. Serving as an officer provides a
platform to organize events, facilitate networking
opportunities, and represent the student community
within the AFS Alaska Chapter. We're excited for
the new team to take on the upcoming academic
year and encourage any student who wants to get
involved more with the AFS Student Subunit to
reach out to the team!

Celebrating Our Student Subunit
Art Contest Winners!

We are delighted to recognize the outstanding
talent of our two art contest winers! Nawal O’Keefe
took the top spot and Su Chung took second
place. A heartfelt thank you to all the talented
artists who participated in this year’s contest! The
=== Crcativity, passion, and
dedication shown in
every submission made
voting a challenge, and
we are honored to have
such a vibrant artistic
community within
the fisheries programs
of Alaska. The two
winning pieces have
been made into stickers

“AFS 2025” student artwork.
Graphic by Nawal O’Keefe.

A

AFS Alaska Chapter Student Representative Lauren Yancy.

e

that can be purchased at any Subunit event.
Proceeds from sticker sales will be used to support
student events and activities.

Student Symposium

The AFS Student Symposium planning
committee (Sierra Greene, Linnaea Doerner,
Maranda Peterson, Scott Chandler) hosted a very
successful Student Symposium on February 28,
2025. Despite major technical difficulties for the
zoom hosted event (shout-out to an internet outage
in Southeast), seventeen students presented their
graduate research and received valuable feedback
from symposium judges. Differing from previous
years, presentations were not ranked to remove
the competitive element of the symposium, as the
planning committee hopes moving forward that
the symposium can have a lighter tone prior to
the AFS Alaska Chapter meeting and just provide
teedback from judges as well as student peers. A
big thank you to all who participated: presenters,
judges, and the audience!
Alaska Chapter Meeting

Students played an integral role in the 2025 AFS
Alaska Chapter meeting in Ketchikan. Prior to
the meeting, students were involved in planning,
soliciting silent auction donations, and prepping
registration desk materials. During the meeting,

students volunteered with all aspects of the
Continued on next page
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Student Subunit Happenings, continued

meeting, from running
pointon A/V logistics for
technical sessions (big
o shout-out to Lindsey
McCulloch and Karen
Grosskreutz), running
the registration table
(shout-out to Amber
Perk), moderating the
silent auction, and
more! All donations
made from the silent
auction go straight

towards supporting
Dakota Keller receives award fture student travel
for her student poster at the
AFS Alaska Chapter meeting.

Graphic from Lauren Yancy.

awards, so thank you
to all the students who
solicited items and
thank you to those who bid on them.

Notable events from the Chapter meeting
include the classic Fish Trivia, where students
had an opportunity to go head-to-head with
professors and professionals alike, testing both
fisheries and... well pop culture and musical
knowledge! The Spawning Run also was a splash
hit this year, staying true to the Southeast form, it
drizzled just enough to remind us where we were,
but not enough to dampen the fun. The Women in

Fisheries Luncheon and Mentorship Mixer were
also hit events among student attendees.

Student participation in the technical session
presentations and posters was abundant this
year. Numerous awards were handed out for
best student presentations, made possible by a
generous donation from Doug Molyneaux. Thank
you to all of the students for contributing your time
and creativity to present your research to a broader
fisheries audience.

Student Dinner

The Student Subunit made the tough decision to
forgo a Student Retreat and instead opted to host
a Student Dinner and support additional student
travel. Amid federal funding uncertainty, as well
as the barrier of expensive travel to Ketchikan, the
subunit was inclined to support travel for as many
students as possible to the Alaska Chapter Meeting.
The Subunit extends a huge thank you to CFOS
Fisheries Department Chair Franz Meuter for the
funds used for the dinner and student travel.

Prior to the Chapter Meeting, AFS Students all
congregated at the Alaska Fish House in Ketchikan,
Alaska, to enjoy a fishy meal together. Students
from across the state got to meet their peers, some
for the first time, to establish connections before
the chaos of the Chapter Meeting ensued. 3

AFS Alaska Chapter Students gather for the Student Dinner at the Alaska Fish House in Ketchikan. Photo from Lauren Yancy.
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Student Graduates

Please join us in congratulating the following students who recently graduated.

Graduate Students

Buettner, Anna — (Master in Marine Policy: Advisors Keith Criddle and Hannah Myers) -
Capstone Project: On Developing a Roadmap for Small-Scale Fisheries in the Alaskan Arctic

Dilliplaine, Kyle — (Ph.D. Oceanography: Advisor - Gwenn Hennon) - Sea- ice bloom dynamics,

putative parasitoids, and crude- oil impacts modified by irradiance

Gabelein, Steven — Master in Marine Policy: Advisor - Keith Criddle) - Capstone Project:
A Framework for Innovative Oil Spill Prevention and Response Regulations for Vessels
Operating in Western Alaska and the U.S. Arctic: An Opportunity to Enhance OPA-90 and

Implement Alaska-Specific Solutions

Luck, Emma — (Master in Marine Policy: Advisor: Keith Criddle) - Capstone Project: A Global
Review of Operational Fisheries Interactions with Killer Whales (Orcinus orca): Trends,

Conservation Impacts, and Management Strategies

Mailman, Emily — (M.S. Fisheries: Advisor - Shannon Atkinson) - From the Sea to the Classroom:

Harmful Algal Blooms, Sea Otters, and Engaging Curriculum

Ruis, Ashley — (Master in Marine Policy: Advisor: Keith Criddle) - Capstone Project: Marine

Permitting, a Lesson Plan Undergraduate Students
Best, Tyra — (B.S. in Fisheries and Marine Sciences) Concentration: Oceanography
Curry, Jocelyn — (B.S. in Fisheries and Ocean Sciences) Concentration: Ocean Sciences
Doerner, Linnaea — (B.S. in Fisheries and Marine Sciences) no concentration
Hoskins, Samantha — (B.A. in Fisheries) Concentration: Rural and Community Development
Russin, Maya — (B.S. in Fisheries and Marine Sciences) no concentration
Storer, Aksiin — (B.S. in Fisheries and Marine Sciences) no concentration
Turner, Irene — (B.S. in Fisheries and Marine Sciences) Concentration: Marine Biology

Williams, Rheannon — (B.S. in Fisheries and Marine Sciences) Concentration: Marine Sciences
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Environmental Concerns Corner

Joel Markis

Federal workforce reductions have created
uncertainty for Alaska’s fisheries. Recent reports of
federal employee terminations, early retirements,
and buyouts have raised growing concern within
Alaska’s fisheries science and management
communities. While these losses carry personal and
professional consequences for many of our peers and
colleagues, the broader implications are also deeply
troubling, particularly for the long-term integrity of
fisheries research and the effective management of
both federal- and state-regulated species.

Federal agencies play a foundational role in
the stewardship of Alaska’s fisheries resources,
including key support functions for many state-
managed fisheries. When experienced staff are
lost or critical vacancies go unfilled, essential tasks
such as stock assessments, data management,
and harvest forecasting are compromised. These
disruptions ripple outward, affecting everything
from ecosystem monitoring to regulatory decision-
making and risk undermining the science-based
processes that sustain our fisheries.

While the full effects of these workforce
reductions will take time to fully materialize, the
current uncertainty in institutional capacity and
continuity is already being felt. We acknowledge
the difficult circumstances faced by those
continuing this work and reaffirm the importance
of a well-supported federal scientific workforce
in maintaining resilient and sustainable fisheries
across Alaska.

What Can You Do? Non-Partisan Actions to
Support Federal Fisheries Science

e Stay informed and share information.

e Understand the implications of staffing
reductions as a first step. Share updates and
credible reporting with your professional networks
to raise awareness of how these changes impact
fisheries science and management.

e Engage professionally with federal scientists.

e Strengthen collaboration by inviting federal
partners to co-author publications, participate in
field projects, or mentor students. These efforts
reinforce the importance of institutional continuity
and knowledge-sharing.

e Comment on public processes.

e Continue engaging in public comment periods
for federal fisheries management actions or agency
planning documents. As agency capacity becomes
strained, your voice in support of science-based
decision-making will be more important than ever.

e Support science communication.

e Contribute to or amplify outreach efforts
that highlight the value of fisheries science. Clear,
compelling communication helps the public and
decision-makers understand the downstream
effects of losing scientific capacity.

e Mentor early-career scientists —many early —
career professionals may feel discouraged by recent
changes. Strong mentorship can help sustain their
passion for fisheries science and ensure a future
pipeline of capable, committed public servants. 3

AFS Alaska Chapter Meeting — Save the Date!

The 52nd Annual Meeting of the AFS Alaska
Chapter has been scheduled for March 23-27,
2026, in Fairbanks, Alaska. The annual meeting
is a unique opportunity to connect with fellow
professionals and community members, share
knowledge, and discuss the latest advancements
and developments in Alaska's fisheries.

A Call for Symposia and Abstracts will be
announced in the fall, and we encourage you to

begin considering any ideas or contributions you
may wish to share.

Your participation is key to making this meeting
a success, and we look forward to your input.

We are also seeking dedicated individuals to join
our planning committee. If you are interested in
getting more involved with our Alaska Chapter and
helping shape this coming meeting, please reach
out to Andy Seitz at presidentelect@afs-alaska.org.

More details, including registration information
and a full agenda, will be provided in the coming
months. In the meantime, please feel free to reach
out with any questions or suggestions. a
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“The Lone Canary”
Student Artwork. Graphic by Su Chung.

AFS Code of Conduct

The Ethics and Professional Conduct Committee
(EPCC) of the American Fisheries Society has
developed a code of conduct for our meetings and
AFS-sponsored functions, whether virtual or in person.
This brief document is available at https:/fisheries.org/
about/governance/afs-meetings-code-of-conduct/. Please
read through this document to ensure that we are
collectively working to build awareness of this policy to
ensure that all AFS-related gatherings are a respectful
and inclusive experience for everyone.

The Alaska Chapter
of the American Fisheries Society
is a 501 (c)(3) tax exempt organization
EIN 23-7368960.

ONCORHYNCHUS

Oncorhynchus is the quarterly newsletter of the Alaska Chapter of the American
Fisheries Society. Material in this newsletter may be reprinted from other AFS
websites.
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Bill Bechtol Connie Taylor
Bechtol Research Fathom Publishing

P.O. Box 3426, Homer 99603-3426 P.O. Box 200448, Anchorage 99520-0448
Phone 299-6146 Phone/Fax 272-3305
bechtolresearch@hughes.net Connie@FathomPublishing.com
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Fish of the Week!

Joinusevery Monday for Fish of the Week podcast!
We get to know all the fish.

We'’ve got lots of fish stories.

Meetings and Events

American Fisheries Society Parent SAN-ANTONIO
Society Annual Meeting

August 10-14, 2025. The 155th
annual meeting will be held in San : &
Antonio, TX. For more information
go to https://afsannualmeeting.

fisheries.org.

American Fisheries Society Alaska Chapter
Annual Meeting

March 13-27, 2026. The 52nd annual
meeting will be held in Fairbanks, AK.
More information will be posted at_
hitps://afs-alaska.org/. ™

2024-25 Alaska Chapter Officers

President Whitney Crittenden
Alaska Department of Fish and Game
president@afs-alaska.org

President-Elect Andy Seitz
University of Alaska Fairbanks
presidentelect@afs-alaska.org

Vice President Erin Larson
Alaska Center for Conservation Science
vicepresident@afs-alaska.org

Immediate Past-President Audra Brase
Alaska Department of Fish and Gamet
pastpresident@afs-alaska.org

Treasurer Trent Dodson
Kodiak Regional Aquac. Assoc., Ph: 486-6555;
treasurer@afs-alaska.org

Secretary Andrea James
Chickaloon Village Traditional Council
secretary@afs-alaska.org

Student Subunit Representative Lauren Yancy
University of Alaska Fairbanks
student@afs-alaska.org

Feel free to contact the Executive Committee members.
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