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Letter of Welcome 
 
Greetings Alaska Chapter Annual Meeting Attendees, 
 

Welcome to the 45th Annual Meeting of the American Fisheries Society Alaska Chapter! This 
meeting promises to be an exciting gathering of some of the best fisheries minds from Alaska and the 
Pacific Northwest. Weôre very happy to have you join us here in Sitka, Alaska. Sitka is one of the 
largest fishing ports in the state and embodies the best of both fishing communities and Southeast 
Alaska. Nestled between the mountains and the ocean, the ñPearl of the Pacificò is a beautiful town 
and we hope that you can take some time to enjoy the rich history and wild splendor it has to offer.   
 

This yearôs theme is ñHeadwaters to Oceans: Connecting Alaskaôs Fisheries.ò The theme 
reflects the connectedness of our state and we believe the presentations will highlight these ties and 
illustrate similarities from across this vast land. From the Arctic Ocean to Southeast streams and the 
North Pacific: fisheries, management, conservation, and research around the state are connected 
together. We would like to thank all of the session organizers and presenters for their contributions. 
 

Special thanks to the North Pacific Research Board for sponsoring student travel awards and 
for supporting our poster and tradeshow gathering on Tuesday evening. We would also like to thank 
the Sitka Conservation Society for sponsoring the Welcome Social Monday night, as well as all of our 
generous contributors. A very sincere thank you to all of the many volunteers who spent days and 
evenings planning and coordinating the many moving parts of this meeting. The meetingôs success is 
due wholly to these dedicated volunteers. Lastly, we want to thank our attendees. You are the core of 
this Chapter and these meetings; you are the reason why we labor to make these events special. 
 

We thank you for attending this yearôs conference and for sharing your expertise with our 
network of dedicated fisheries professionals! 
 
Sincerely, 
Jeff and Joel 
 
 
 
   

 
Jeff Falke, President  
Alaska Chapter AFS 

 
Joel Markis, President-Elect 

Alaska Chapter AFS 
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 AFS Meetings Code of Conduct  
 

Purpose:  
American Fisheries Society (AFS) meetings are among the most respected scientific meetings of 
fisheries professionals in the natural resource scientific community. AFS values the diversity of views, 
expertise, opinions, backgrounds, and experiences reflected among all attendees, and is committed 
to providing a safe, productive, and welcoming environment for all meeting participants and AFS staff. 
All participants, including, but not limited to, attendees, speakers, volunteers, exhibitors, staff, service 
providers, and others, are expected to abide by this Meetings Code of Conduct. This Code of 
Conduct applies to all AFS meeting-related events, including those sponsored by organizations other 
than AFS but held in conjunction with AFS events, in public or private facilities.  
 

Expected Behaviors:  
¶ Treat all participants, attendees, AFS staff, and vendors with respect and consideration, 

valuing a diversity of views and opinions, and critiquing ideas rather than individuals.  

¶ Refrain from demeaning, discriminatory, or harassing behavior and speech directed toward 
other attendees, participants, AFS staff, and suppliers/vendors.  

¶ Be mindful of your surroundings and of your fellow participants. Alert AFS staff or venue event 
staff if you notice a dangerous situation or someone in distress.  

¶ Respect the rules and policies of the meeting venue, hotels, AFS-contracted facility, or any 
other venue.  

¶ To foster a welcoming environment, assist AFS members with impaired physical or cognitive 
abilities, if necessary.  

 

Unacceptable Behaviors:  
¶ Harassment, intimidation, or discrimination in any form is unacceptable. Harassment includes 

speech or behavior that is not welcome or is personally offensive. Behavior that is acceptable 
to one person may not be acceptable to another, so use discretion to be sure respect is 
communicated. Harassment intended in a joking manner still constitutes unacceptable 
behavior. Regardless of your intent, if you are advised directly or by another party that some 
aspect of your speech or behavior at an AFS meeting is harassment, you are expected to stop 
engaging in such speech or behavior.  

¶ Do not physically or verbally abuse any attendee, speaker, volunteer, exhibitor, AFS staff 
member, service provider, or other meeting guest.  

¶ Examples of unacceptable behavior include, but are not limited to, unwelcome or offensive 
verbal comments related to age, appearance, or body size, employment or military status, 
ethnicity, gender identity and expression, individual lifestyle, marital status, national origin, 
physical or cognitive ability, political affiliation, sexual orientation, race, or religion. Harassment 
can also include the use of sexual and/or discriminatory images in public spaces or in 
presentations; deliberate intimidation; stalking; following; harassing photography or recording; 
sustained disruption of talks or other events; bullying behavior; inappropriate physical contact; 
and unwanted sexual attention.  



4 

¶ Appropriate and responsible personal use of photographs or posts to social media of another 
individualôs oral presentation, poster, or likeness is acceptable unless permission is specifically 
denied by the individual.  

¶ Do not disrupt talks at oral or poster session or activities in the exhibit hall or at other events 
organized by AFS at the meeting venue, hotels, or other AFS -contracted facilities.  

¶ Any retaliation against participants for reporting unacceptable behavior is unacceptable. Like 
harassment or discrimination, retaliation against reporting poor behavior will be subject to 
consequences.  

 

Reporting Unacceptable Behavior:  
¶ Anyone experiencing or witnessing behavior that constitutes an immediate or serious threat to 

public safety at any time should contact local law enforcement (by calling 911) and 
immediately notifying facility security without delay.  

¶ If you are not in immediate danger but feel that you are the subject of unacceptable behavior, 
you are encouraged to contact an AFS Alaska Executive Committee officer, representative of 
the Cultural Diversity committee, and/or file a formal complaint to the AFS National Ethics and 
Professional Conduct Committee (Parent Society) which will then be forwarded to the Ethics 
and Professional Conduct Committee for assessment.  

 

Consequences:  
¶ Anyone requested to stop unacceptable behavior is expected to comply immediately.  

¶ Consequences to unacceptable behavior will be determined by the AFS Ethics and 
Professional Conduct Committee in conjunction with AFS officers and the AFS Executive 
Director. 

¶ Consequences may include one or more of the following actions:  

o Dismissal from the meeting without refund  

o Reporting to your agency  

o Exclusion from any future AFS (sub unit/chapter/division) meetings for five years  

o Revoke of AFS membership without the opportunity for renewal for five years  

o If the offense is criminal, local law enforcement will be contacted.  

 
 
A gender-inclusive restroom and lactation station can be found at the end of the main hallway (past 
the auditorium) and to the left, see map. 
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2018-2019 AFS Alaska Executive Committee Members 
 
 
 
  

Jeff Falke,  
President 

Joel Markis, 
President-Elect 

Aaron Martin, 
Past President 

Stephanie Quinn-Davidson, 
Vice President 

Scott Ayers, 
Secretary 

Justin Priest,  
Student Representative 

Lee Ann Gardner, 
Treasurer 
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Planning Committees 
 

2019 Alaska Chapter of the American Fisheries Society  
Annual Meeting Planning Committees 

 
GENERAL MEETING ORGANIZATION 

Joel Markis, President Elect 
Justin Priest, Student Representative 

 
 

ARRANGEMENTS & ACCOMMODATIONS 
Joel Markis (Co-chair) 
Justin Priest (Co-chair) 

 
 

AWARDS 
Jeff Falke (Chair) 

Cheryl Barnes 

BUDGET & FINANCE 
Lee Ann Gardner (Chair) 

 

CULTURAL DIVERSITY COMMITTEE 
Sara Gilk-Baumer (Chair) 

Cheryl Barnes 
Lauren Divine 
Elisabeth Fox 

Tessa Minicucci 
 
 

EVENT MANAGEMENT & REGISTRATION 
Tyler Dann (Co-chair) 

Lee Ann Gardner (Co-chair) 
Justin Priest 

 

FUNDRAISING 
UAF Student Subunit 

 

PROGRAM 
Joel Markis (Chair) 

Cheryl Barnes 
Jeff Falke 

Ellie Handler 
Justin Priest 

Peter Westley 

PUBLICITY, OUTREACH, & WEBSITE 
Ellie Handler 
Joel Markis 
Justin Priest 

SOCIALS & ENTERTAINMENT 
Rhea Ehresmann (Chair) 

Cheryl Barnes 
Angela Bowers 

Ellen Chenoweth 
Ellie Handler 

Madison Kosma 
Justin Priest 
Lauren Wild 

 
 

SPAWNING RUN 
Justin Priest (Chair) 

Ellie Handler 
Kyle Shedd 

STUDENT ACTIVITIES & TRAVEL 
Justin Priest 

TOURS & TRANSPORTATION 
Angela Bowers 

 

Cultural Diversity & Student Travel Awards 
 

CULTURAL DIVERSITY AWARD RECIPIENTS         STUDENT TRAVEL AWARD RECIPIENTS 
Jesse Gordon 

Danielle Lowrey 
 

Donald Arthur 
Katja Berghaus 
Ashley Bolwerk 
Olivia Edwards 
Caitlin Forster 

Kyle Gatt 
Elizabeth Hinkle 

Kelly Ireland  
Julia McMahon 
Kirsten Ressel 
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Schedule at a Glance 
 

Date / Time Activity / Event Location 

Monday March 18   

8:00 AM ï 5:00 PM Registration Centennial Hall: Lobby 

8:00 AM ï 6:30 PM AMSEA Workshop Centennial Hall: Room 2 

6:00 PM ï 9:00 PM Welcome Social Sitka Sound Science Center 

   

Tuesday March 19   

8:00 AM ï 5:00 PM Registration Centennial Hall: Lobby 

9:00 AM ï 10:30 AM Conference Welcome and Plenary Session Centennial Hall: Main Auditorium 

11:00 AM ï 11:45 AM 1-minute, 1-slide: Poster Previews Centennial Hall: Main Auditorium 

12:00 PM ï 1:15 PM Student-Mentor Lunch Centennial Hall: Room 1 

1:20 PM ï 4:40 PM Symposium: Alaska Management Centennial Hall: Room 3 

1:20 PM ï 3:40 PM Symposium: Freshwater Productivity Centennial Hall: Room 1 

5:30 PM ï 7:30 PM Tradeshow and Poster Session Centennial Hall: Rooms 1, 2, 3 

7:30 PM ï 9:00 PM Fishing for Information, Research Presentations1 Centennial Hall: Main Auditorium 

   

Wednesday March 20   

8:00 AM ï 5:00 PM Registration  Centennial Hall: Lobby 

9:00 AM ï 10:00 AM Plenary Session Centennial Hall: Main Auditorium 

10:20 AM ï 12:00 PM Symposium: Aquaculture Centennial Hall: Main Auditorium 

12:00 PM ï 1:15 PM AFS Past Presidents Lunch Centennial Hall: Room 3 

1:20 PM ï 4:50 PM Symposium: Advocacy Centennial Hall: Room 1  

1:20 PM ï 4:20 PM Symposium: Aquaculture Centennial Hall: Room 3 

4:50 PM ï 5:50 PM Environmental Concerns Meeting Centennial Hall: Room 1 

6:00 PM ï 9:00 PM Fish Trivia 1 The Bayview Pub 

   

Thursday March 21   

8:00 AM ï 5:00 PM Registration Centennial Hall: Lobby 

8:00 AM ï 9:00 AM 5K Spawning Run Meet at Centennial Hall 

9:00 AM ï 10:00 AM Plenary Session Centennial Hall: Main Auditorium 

10:20 AM ï 12:00 PM Symposium: Pop. and Community Dynamics Centennial Hall: Main Auditorium 

12:00 PM ï 1:15 PM Business Luncheon Centennial Hall: Main Auditorium 

1:20 PM ï 4:20 PM Symposium: Pop. and Community Dynamics Centennial Hall: Room 1  

1:20 PM ï 4:40 PM Symposium: Local Involvement Centennial Hall: Room 3 

5:30 PM ï 6:30 PM Pre-Banquet Gathering Centennial Hall: Main Auditorium 

6:30 PM ï 9:00 PM Concluding Banquet Centennial Hall: Main Auditorium 

   

Friday March 22   

8:15 AM ï 12:30 PM Wildlife and Hatchery Tour Meet in front of Centennial Hall 
 

1 This event will be open to the public.  
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Venue and Downtown Maps 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
  

Harrigan 
Centennial Hall 
330 Harbor Drive 

 

* Gender-inclusive Restroom    

   & Lactation Station 

* 
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Downtown Restaurants and Bars 
 
Agave (Mexican food, arcade) | 236 Lincoln Street, ste 106  
     M-Sa 11 AM ï 10 PM; Su 12 PM ï 9 PM 

Asian Palace | 327 Seward Street, ste 1 
     M-F 11 AM ï 9 PM; Sa/Su 11 AM ï 9 PM 

Back Door Cafe (coffee shop, bagels, pastries) | 104 Barracks Street 
     M-F 6:30 AM ï 5 PM; Sa 6:30 AM ï 2 PM; Su 7:30 AM ï 2 PM 

Bayview Pub (American fare) | 407 Lincoln Street 
     Daily 11 AM ï Late (kitchen closes at 9 PM); Brunch Sa/Su 9 AM ï 3 PM 

Beak (Alaskan fare) | Lincoln Street, ste 1A 
     M -W 11 AM ï 2 PM; Th-Sa 11 AM ï 9 PM; Su 10 AM ï 2 PM 

Ernieôs Old Time Saloon (bar, billiards, karaoke) | 130 Lincoln Street 
     M-Sa 8 AM ï 2AM; Su 12 PM ï 2 AM 

Fish Eye Café (coffee, smoothies, organic fare) | 327 Seward Street 
     M-Th 9 AM ï 3 PM; Sa 10 AM ï 2 PM; Su CLOSED 

Highliner (coffee shop, bagels, pastries) | 327 Seward Street 
     M-Sa 6 AM ï 5PM; Su 7 AM ï 4 PM 

Kennyôs Wok & Teriyaki (Asian fusion) | 210 Katlian Street 
     M-F 11:30 AM ï 9 PM; Sa/Su 12 PM ï 9 PM 

Little Tokyo (Japanese Fare) | 315 Lincoln Street, ste 113  
     M-F 11 AM ï 9 PM; Sa/Su 12 PM ï 9 PM 

Mean Queen (pizza, salads, full bar) | 205 Harbor Drive  
     Daily 11:30 AM ï 2 AM 

Pioneer Bar (bar, fried food, billiards, liquor store) | 212 Katlian Street  
     Daily 8 AM ï 2 AM 

Sitka Hotel Restaurant (Alaskan fare) | 118 Lincoln Street  
     W-Sa 4 PM ï 9PM 

 
Other Businesses / Organizations of Interest 

Alaska Raptor Center | 1000 Raptor Way 
     M-F 10 AM ï 3 PM; Sa/Su CLOSED 

Baranof Island Brewing Company | 1209A Sawmill Creek Road 
     Daily 2 PM ï 8 PM 

Market Center (grocery store) | 210 Baranof Street 
     Daily 6 AM ï 12 AM 

Pizza Express (pizza, Mexican) | 1321 Sawmill Creek Rd 
     M-Th 11 AM ï 9 PM; F/Sa 11 AM ï 10 PM; Su 11 AM ï 8 PM 

Sitka Sound Science Center (aquarium) | 834 Lincoln Street, ste 200  
     W/Sa 10 AM ï 3 PM ($5 admission) 

 

 
 

Enjoy cocktails, pizza, and a 
view from the Mean Queen 

Sample local seafood such 
as these oysters from Beak 
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Monday, March 18 

Continuing Education 

AMSEA: ALASKA MARINE SAFETY EDUCATION ASSOCIATION 
Course Time: 8 AM ï 6:30 PM (30-minute lunch break) 

Class Location: Harrigan Centennial Hall (Room 2) 

Instructor: Jerry Dzugan; director@amsea.org 

Format: Presentation with discussion among attendees. Equipment demonstration. 

Cost: $150; minimum attendance is 8; maximum is 16 

 

Description: One-day marine safety and survival course. Attendees will receive an AMSEA 
certificate of training. The class will cover immersion suit, life raft, EPIRB, and other survival 
equipment use. The class will also cover emergency procedures such as safety orientations, 7 steps 
to survival, emergency drills, cold water survival, firefighting and flooding control, USCG helicopter 
rescue, risk assessment theory and assessment tools. In addition, this class will cover ergonomics 
(lifting/moving), repetitive motion prevention and exercises. This class is geared toward scientists and 
marine researchers. Please bring a lunch, since there will be discussion over lunchtime. 

 
 

AN INTRODUCTION TO R ï CANCELLED  

Course Date: 9 AM ï 5 PM (1-hour lunch break) 

Class Location: Harrigan Centennial Hall (Room 3) 

Instructor: Greg Merrill; gbmerrilljr@alaska.edu 

Cost: $60; minimum attendance is 8; maximum is 25 

 

Description: This full-day course will introduce students to R and RStudio, a suite of open-source 
software for data processing, manipulation, calculation, and visualization. The beginning of the course 
will focus on how to properly store and manage data, how to read data into R, checking datasets for 
errors (e.g., ñNAò, ñNaNò), processing (e.g., using dplyr), and application and interpretation of 
statistical models (e.g., ANOVAs and multivariate linear models). Once students have mastered the 
basics, we will pursue an introduction into data visualization using ggplot2 and various GIS-capable R 
packages. Topics will be introduced in lecture format, proceeded with worked-examples and group 
exercises. Examples will be executed using built-in R datasets as well as publicly available fisheries 
data. Additional topics will include data input/output, data creation, data frame slicing and extracting, 
data selection and manipulation, variable conversion, and mathematical operations. Please download 
and install the latest version of R and RStudio from the R project website 
(https://cran.cnr.berkeley.edu/) before class. For more information, please email the instructor prior to 
the class. Students will require a laptop with an active internet connection. It is highly recommended 
that you bring a mouse (wired or wireless). This is not required, but laptop trackpads slow down 
efficient navigation within the R environment.  

mailto:director@amsea.org
mailto:gbmerrilljr@alaska.edu
https://cran.cnr.berkeley.edu/
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Monday, March 18 

Welcome Social 

6 PM ï 9 PM, SITKA SOUND SCIENCE CENTER (834 LINCOLN ST) 
Join us as we kick off the 45th Annual 
Alaska Chapter AFS Meeting with drinks 
and delicious appetizers at the Sitka 
Sound Science Center (SSSC)! The 
SSSC is located just a short walk from 
Harrigan Centennial Hall and all 
downtown hotels. During the welcome 
social, you'll have access to the Molly O. 
Ahlgren aquarium, can check out a variety 
of creatures found in Southeast Alaskan 
waters, play a unique version of PLINKO, 
inspect a killer whale skeleton (physically 
and digitally reconstructed), and view 
many more exciting displays, all while 
visiting with your colleagues.  

 
 
 
  

SSSC: 834 Lincoln St 


































































































