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Improving Recreational Boating and Sport Fishing Access in Alaska
Andrew Garry

Alaska’s urban populations grew dramatically 
following statehood and brought an increase in 
effort by both residents and visitors to access the 
state’s abundant aquatic resources. The impact 
of a quickly growing population, coupled with 
booming public demand for access to the water’s 
edge, led to increasingly negative impacts on both 
shoreline habitat and the quality of the users’ 
recreational experience. In an ongoing effort to 
provide high quality recreational opportunities for 
residents and visitors alike, the Alaska Department 
of Fish and Game, Division of Sport Fish (ADF&G) 
funds projects that aim to improve recreational 
boating and sport fishing access sites throughout 
the state. The ADF&G Boating and Angler Access 
Program is charged with managing these funds 
and access sites in such a way that provides 
residents and visitors with opportunities to safely 

and effectively, year after year, reach some of 
Alaska’s most sought-after resources.
Boating and Angler Access Program Overview 

The ADF&G funding for access projects comes 
through the Federal Aid in Sport Fish Restoration 
Act administered by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service. Initially adopted by Congress in 1950 
as the Dingell-Johnson Act and revised in 1984 
as the Wallop-Breaux Amendment, the D‑J/W‑B 
provides funding to states, with ADF&G being the 
only department in Alaska state government that 
can receive and use these funds. Funds available 
under this act are derived from federal excise 
taxes on sport fishing tackle, recreational boats, 
and gasoline used in recreational boats. This is a 
true user-pay, user-benefit program. The D‑J/W‑B 
funds will provide up to 75 percent of the cost of 

Map of locations of recreational boating and sport fishing access projects in Alaska. Graphic 
from ADF&G.
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The President’s Corner

Whitney Crittenden, AFS Alaska Chapter President
Hello Alaska Chapter,
If it feels a little strange seeing my picture 

above this column, it’s because this will be the 
first President’s Corner written by someone other 
than Erik Schoen in two years. I want to begin by 
expressing my gratitude to Erik for his exceptional 
leadership and dedication to our Chapter. Erik 
stepped up to serve two consecutive terms as the 
Chapter’s President during a period of uncertainty 
and change. His consistent leadership and 
dedication to making the AFS Alaska Chapter an 
inclusive place has left a lasting mark on those who 
have served on this team alongside him. Erik has 
been a wonderful mentor, and his patient guidance 
throughout my year as President-Elect, especially 
answering my countless questions as I navigated 
planning the annual meeting, was truly invaluable. 

I want to provide a little introduction for those 
I have yet to meet through the Chapter. My 
roots are in Ketchikan, where I was born, raised, 
and graduated from Kayhi. I attended Western 
Washington University in Bellingham, Washington, 
for my bachelor’s degree in biology with a marine 
emphasis. Upon graduation, I returned to Alaska to 
work as a fisheries observer, sampling groundfish 
on trawl, longline, and pot vessels in the Bering Sea. 
I met my husband, Chad, during my initial contract, 
and we eventually settled down in Ketchikan. I 
spent the next five years working for the Southern 
Southeast Regional Aquaculture Association in 
the research lab reading salmon otoliths, sampling 
salmon harvests, and coded-wire tagging. In 

2020 I earned a Professional Science Master’s 
in Fisheries and Wildlife Administration from 
Oregon University. My professional internship 
centered on hatchery salmon policy in Southeast 
Alaska and the various organizations’ roles in 
how salmon management comes together. I took 
a position with the Alaska Department of Fish 
and Game during graduate school, and I now 
serve as the Assistant Area Management Biologist 
for Commercial Fisheries in Ketchikan. My work 
includes the management of purse seine and gillnet 
salmon fisheries, herring spawn-on-kelp, shrimp 
pot, and dive fisheries. I am an active member of 
the ADF&G scientific dive team, and a PADI Dive 
Master. I’ve had to slow down on diving in recent 
years as my priorities have shifted to starting a 
family. I have two kids, Tristan (2 years) and Casey 
(6 months). They were well worth the 10-month 
surface interval.

Each spring, officers progress through the 
positions of the Ex Com, and additional members 
begin their terms. This year, we had a few additional 
changes. Audra Brase (ADF&G) has rejoined the 
team for another term as Past President, bringing 
her experience back to the table. After many years 
of dedicated service, Scott Ayers stepped down 
as Secretary, and the membership elected Andrea 
James of the Chickaloon Village Traditional 
Council to fill the role. We’re also welcoming two 
new faces to the team, Erin Larson (University of 
Alaska Anchorage) as Vice President, and Lauren 
Yancy (University of Alaska Fairbanks) as Student 
Representative. Their energy and fresh perspectives 
are already adding great momentum to the Chapter.

President-Elect Andy Seitz is leading a stellar 
planning committee for the upcoming annual 
meeting, which will be held in Fairbanks in March 
2026. There is so much that goes into the Annual 
Meeting, and if you are interested in being involved, 
I encourage you to reach out to him.

I look forward to using this column to share 
more about what the AFS Alaska Chapter is 
working on, highlighting members who add value 
to the Chapter, and other areas that bring fisheries 
professionals from across this state together.

Whitney
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Improving Recreational Boating and Sport Fishing Access, continued
an eligible project, while the remaining 25 percent, 
called non-federal match, must come from non- 
federal funds or assets.

In 1984, Congress passed the additional 
legislation (Wallop-Breaux Amendment) which, 
among other things, required that 15 percent of the 
state’s annual apportionment from the Federal Aid 
in Sport Fish Restoration Program to be spent on 

development and maintenance of boating access 
facilities. The Division of Sport Fish refers to the 15 
percent distribution as “boating access funds.” The 
determination of whether a project can be paid for 
with boating access funds is based on whether its 
primary purpose is to improve/increase powerboat 
access to bodies of waters for sport fishing and 
recreational boating.

Little Susitna Public Use Facility Boat Launch and Campground before (left, circa 1980s) and presently (right). Photos from ADF&G.

Continued on next page

Student Graduates
Please join us in congratulating the following students who recently graduated.

Herron, Keith – (M.S. in Fisheries; Advisor Peter Westley) - An Investigation of Ichthyophonus 
Infection Related In-River Mortality in Yukon River Chinook Salmon from Multiple Knowledge 
Systems: Indigenous, Local, and Western Science

Hinkle, Elizabeth – (Ph.D. in Fisheries: Advisor Jeff Falke) - Post-Fire Riverscapes: Exploring 
the Ecological and Behavioral Responses of Stream Communities to Wildfire in Boreal Streams

Jossart, Jonah – (M.S. in Marine Biology; Advisors Sarah Mincks and Amanda Kelley) - Benthic 
Community Composition and Ecosystem Function in Southern Kachemak Bay, Alaska

Ortega, Emily (Ph.D. in Oceanography: Advisor Ana Aguilar-Islas) - Dissolved and Particulate 
Nutrient Dynamics in the Northern Gulf of Alaska: A Productive Subarctic Shelf Ecosystem

Reister, Isaac – (Ph.D. in Oceanography: Advisor Seth Danielson) - Perspectives on Northern 
Gulf of Alaska Freshwater Pathways, Wind, and Linkages to Phytoplankton Biomass 

Rowe, Audrey – (Ph.D. as Interdisciplinary; Advisor Matthew Wooller) Strontium Isotope 
Movement Modeling of Modern and Ancient Megafauna in Alaska

Holman, Felicia - (B.S. in Fisheries and Marine Sciences); Concentration: Fisheries Science
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Continued on next page

Improving Recreational Boating and Sport Fishing Access, continued
Management Biologists and Access Program staff. 
Regional biologists submit a list of project ideas 
annually to the Access Program Coordinator, 
who then reviews and researches the projects to 
ensure adherence to program regulations and 
ADF&G Access Program guidelines. Project ideas 
are ranked using established criteria, and are then 
prioritized based on project need and available 
funding. The amount of funding provided by 
ADF&G from any of these sources is based on the 
actual cost of the work successfully completed 
(not to exceed a pre-agreed limit). Payment is 
in the form of reimbursement of documented 
expenditures. When applicable, the local project 
sponsors must also document that they provided 
the required match.

All projects must be properly designed, 
constructed, and maintained to ensure that the 
recreational boating and sport fishing public 
receives an adequate return on their investment. 
Each project must also comply with a myriad of rules 
and regulations before its grant request is approved 
by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Foremost 
among these is the National Environmental Policy 
Act. Additionally, projects are always built to 
Americans with Disabilities Act guidelines. Every 
project is a little different, so ADF&G staff work 
with local sponsors to develop a plan for executing 
the project in an expedient manner.

Sport Fish Restoration grant funding is available 
for projects that benefit recreational boating and 

Items currently taxed to generate D‑J/W‑B funds 
include: a portion of federal fuel taxes attributable 
to motorboat gasoline in the Highway Trust 
Fund; a portion of federal fuel taxes attributable 
to gasoline used in small outdoor engines in the 
Highway Trust Fund; fishing equipment; import 
duties on fishing equipment, pleasure boats and 
yachts; and electric outboard motors.

Given the source of these funds, proposals that 
primarily benefit non-motorized boats or diesel-
powered boats do not qualify as recreational 
boating related projects. Funding requests for 
angler access (non-boating) projects compete 
directly with other Division of Sport Fish Sport 
Fish Restoration programs, such as research, 
management, hatchery support, communications, 
and habitat restoration.

Regional and statewide ADF&G staff work 
with state and federal land managers and local 
governments to identify and facilitate design and 
construction, and fund capital improvements and 
maintenance, of boating access sites. Examples 
of projects and site improvements include: boat 
launches, parking areas, restrooms, transient 
moorage, fish cleaning facilities, and other fresh 
water and marine access site improvements.

To keep program administration costs low, 
ADF&G prefers to accomplish access projects in 
cooperation with a local community government 
entity or another state agency. Each year, 
recreational access needs are identified and 
assessed by ADF&G Division of Sport Fish Area 

HomerGrnd.png – Homer fish grinder to process fish waste. Photo from ADF&G.
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Improving Recreational Boating and Sport Fishing Access, continued
sport fishing. These funds cannot be used for 
projects that specifically support subsistence, 
personal use, or commercial fishing activities. 
Subsistence and personal use fisheries are restricted 
to Alaska residents and not all users. In addition, 
the “methods and means” used in subsistence, 
personal use, and commercial fisheries, such as 
gillnets, dipnets, and setnets, are not allowed in 
sport fisheries and are not subject to the excise tax 
that supports the Recreational Boating and Angler 
Access Program. While Sport Fish Restoration 
funded projects may have other uses, those uses 
cannot displace recreational boaters and sport 
anglers. Currently, there are three categories of 
funds available under the D-J/W-B for recreational 
boating access project.

The Recreational Boating and Sport Fishing 
Access program is the primary source of funding 
for access projects. These funds can be used to 
construct or renovate facilities used by trailerable 
powerboats less than 26 feet long. Past projects have 
included boat ramps, parking areas, restrooms, fish 
cleaning tables, and transient moorage. Projects 
compete for funding within the state. About $1.6 
million in federal funds is available each year 
and will continue to be available until the federal 
legislation changes; ADF&G can provide the 
required match for some projects.

The Boating Infrastructure Grant Program 
provides funding for transient facilities for non-
trailerable powerboats over 26 feet long. Projects 
can include docks, restrooms, dockside utilities, 
and similar facilities. Projects intended to provide 
long term or assigned moorage are not eligible for 
this funding; local project sponsors must provide 
the required match. There are two tiers of funding 
available. Tier I provides up to $300,000 in federal 
funds annually to ADF&G for any eligible project 
or combination of projects. Tier II provides larger 
amounts of federal funds (up to $1.5 million), 
but grant requests must compete for funding 
on a nationwide basis. For the purposes of this 
program, a transient recreational boat is defined 
as a boat with a home port other than the location 
of the facility (transient); is staying at the facility 
for no more than ten consecutive days (transient); 
is operated primarily for the pleasure of those on 

board (recreational); and is designed and operated 
primarily for transportation on navigable waters.

The Clean Vessel Act Pump Out Grants program 
can provide sewage collection facilities for 
recreational boats. Projects can include dockside 
pump outs, portable pump outs, port-a-pottie 
dump stations, sewer lines, holding tanks, lift 
stations, etc. Restrooms cannot be built with these 
funds. Grant requests must compete for funding 
on a nationwide basis. User fees are limited to $5 
per pump out unless a higher fee can be justified 
by the operator of the pump out.
Boating Access Projects

A broad range of eligible activities/facilities fall 
under boating access projects to provide facilities 
that create or enhance public access for recreational 
boating. Projects that may be eligible for boating 
access funds include, but are not limited to: launch 
facilities; breakwaters; marina improvements; 
land acquisition; fish cleaning stations; restrooms, 
showers, potable water, refuse, dump stations, and 
parking areas; access roads and bridges; camping 
facilities only accessible to motorboats; planning 
and construction engineering, environmental 
assessments, and permit applications; water rights 
to secure boating access; dredging and aquatic 
weed control for waterbody accessibility; and 
navigational aids around access facilities.
Angler Access (non-boating) Projects

Angler Access (non-boating) projects present 
another option that provides recreational access 
for sport fishing. Projects that may be eligible 
under this category include, but are not limited to: 
construction of trails and elevated light penetrating 
walkways; fish cleaning stations; acquisition and 
development of nonboating access to sport fishing 
waterbodies, including roads and bridges; camping 
facilities, restrooms, showers, potable water, trash 
receptacles, and parking areas; and environmental 
assessments and permit applications.

Back issues of Oncorhynchus
http://afs-alaska.org/newsletter

http://www.afs-alaska.org/newsletter
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Improving Recreational Boating and Sport Fishing Access, continued
Examples of Boating and Angler Access Program 
Projects

The Little Susitna River provides a multitude of 
sport angling opportunities including king, silver, 
chum, red, and pink salmon, as well as Dolly Varden 
and rainbow trout. Other popular activities along 
the river include camping, wildlife viewing and 
photography, and hunting. Prior to this project, 
boating access to the lower portion of the river 
was primitive and unimproved, allowing access 
only to the stoutest four-wheel-drive vehicles. Boat 
access to the river was not only difficult, but caused 
significant environmental damage. Numerous 
upgrades have occurred to enhance the site since 
original construction began in 1990. The facility 
now provides a double lane boat launch ramp, 
campground containing 40 sites, RV dump station, 
fish cleaning table, some barrier free angler trails, 
light-penetrating grate walkway, and river access/
fishing platforms. In addition, there are seven 
developed, boat-accessible campsites along the river 
in the first four river miles upstream of the facility. 
The Little Susitna Public Use Facility made possible 
through the Boating and Angler Access Program, is 
owned and operated by ADF&G.

In 1987, the Division of Sport Fish assisted the 
City of Homer (City) in installing fish cleaning 
tables on the harbor mooring floats. The Alaska 
Department of Environmental Conservation 
objected to disposing fish waste in the harbor due 

to the poor flushing and fish waste accumulation on 
the harbor bottom. Tables were moved to an upland 
location and carcass trailers were provided to collect 
the fish waste, with fish waste then hauled daily to 
the City Dock outside the harbor for dumping. But 
the amount of waste being dumped exceeded U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency limits. To resolve 
this problem, this project helped construct an 
industrial fish waste grinder and housing building, 
with a fish cleaning table and fish carcass trailer 
located on the uplands within the Homer harbor 
area. Completed in June 2001, the improved fish 
cleaning facilities helped the City meet current and 
increasing sport angler needs and brought the harbor 
into compliance with EPA regulations. All ground 
fish waste is now flushed to an underwater outfall 
located off the Homer harbor deep-water dock.

Another great example of a successful access 
project is seen in the video (https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=VVJEJMhXzHA) for the Jims Landing 
Boat Launch on the Kenai River near Cooper 
Landing, AK.

Andy Garry is a fishery biologist with 18 years 
of experience at the Alaska Department of Fish and 
Game. Born near Lake Aleknagik in Bristol Bay, Andy 
grew up spending summers on the Kanektok River in 
Western Alaska, and winters in North Idaho. He has a 
B.S. in Fisheries Biology from the University of Alaska 
Fairbanks, and he and his family recently settled in 
Palmer, Alaska.

Recruitment and Engagement (RAE) Committee
Katie Russell

The recruitment and Engagement (RAE) 
Committee of the AFS Alaska Chapter continues 
to partner with the University of Alaska Fairbanks’ 
College of Fisheries and Ocean Sciences (CFOS) and 
the Alaska Student Chapter of the Society for Marine 
Mammalogy (AKSMM) to facilitate a joint fisheries 
and marine science mentorship program. 

This mentorship program has identified a need for 
greater representation and mentorship of students 
and early career professionals in the fields of fisheries 
and marine sciences. The mentorship program seeks 
individuals who belong to underrepresented or 
historically marginalized groups (e.g., in terms of 
race, ethnicity, gender identity, sexual orientation, 
ability, socioeconomic background) and would like 

to be paired with others based on shared identities 
or professional interests. The goal of the program is 
to foster a greater sense of community, encourage 
positive support of our diverse communities, and 
reduce barriers to participation in fisheries.

This program has run for several years, with 
mentees and mentors typically paired in the fall 
and spring; 19 pairs were identified in fall 2025! You 
do not need to be associated with AFS, CFOS, or 
AKSMM to participate! If you are interested, watch 
for a January 26 email to the AK AFS ListServ. If you 
would like to be paired sooner, email rae@afs-alaska.
org.

The RAE committee will also hold a mentorship 
mixer during the annual AFS Alaska Chapter 
meeting, so be on the lookout for that.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VVJEJMhXzHA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VVJEJMhXzHA
mailto:rae%40afs-alaska.org?subject=
mailto:rae%40afs-alaska.org?subject=
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Molly Ahlgren Award Recipients

Felicia Homlan
The first thing I did after being awarded the 

Molly Ahlgren scholarship was to read a tribute 
for her written by Brenda Norcross. After learning 
more about Molly Ahlgren’s work and the kind of 
person she was, I understand what an incredible 
honor it is to receive a scholarship in her name. It 
is a shame that I never had the opportunity to be 
a student of hers, but from reading her tribute, 
I know that there is still plenty I can learn from 
her dedication and passion. During her life Dr. 
Ahlgren felt very strongly that field experience was 
critical for students, and before her accident she 
had planned to coordinate student involvement in 
the AFS Alaska Chapter as part of that experience. 
Receiving the Molly Ahlgren Scholarship which 
allowed me to attend this year’s conference was 
the first opportunity I have ever had to experience 
fisheries science outside of the classroom, or in 
my case, away from the computer screen. I am 
incredibly honored to have had the opportunity 
to experience the AFS Alaska Chapter that was 
so dear to Molly’s heart, and I hope she would be 
glad that this year’s scholarship funds allowed a 
student to have a ’hands-on’ experience that she 
believed to be so essential.

The AFS conference of 2025 in Ketchikan was 
truly groundbreaking for me. I am pursuing a 
bachelor’s degree in Fisheries and Ocean Sciences 
at UAF, but as a student based in Ketchikan, 100% 
of my education has been completed virtually. 

Mary Simeon, Molly Ahlgren Award recipientFelicia Homlan, Molly Ahlgren Award recipient

Mary Simeon
This scholarship has helped me pay for my 

tuition this spring semester which was a huge 
help for me to be able to focus on my academics. 
Growing up in a rural community of Bethel, Alaska 
my whole life I understand the importance of the 
marine ecosystems. The short amount of time I 
was able to spend at the conference showed me the 
importance of having a community especially with 
the current events. Attending conferences gives 
me hope for the future of science and shows me 
how supported my future is. Thank you so much 
for this opportunity and everyone that was able to 
make it happen.

Continued on next page

Recruiting for Chapter Historian
After nearly 23 years as AFS Alaska Chapter 

Historian, Randy Brown is ceding the reins to 
a new historian.

If that new historian might be you, please 
contact Chapter President Whitney Crittenden 
(presidentelect@afs-alaska.org)  for more 
information.

mailto:presidentelect%40afs-alaska.org?subject=
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Attending this year’s conference introduced me 
to fisheries research and professionals of all stages 
and sub-fields, and brought my degree out of the 
realm of theory for the first time. This conference 
opened my eyes to the myriad of ways that my 
education can be applied to the real-world, and to 
all of the potential career paths that are available 
for me to pursue.

At the 2025 conference I learned about animals 
and issues that I had never heard of before, met 
some great folks including former professors 
whom I had only known through a computer 
screen, and most importantly – I learned what 
it feels like and what it means to be part of the 
fisheries community in Alaska. I shared dinner 
with the AK chapter historian Randy Brown 
and listened to him recount his long history as a 
scientist and as an Alaskan, and I felt an amazing 

Molly Ahlgren Award Recipients, continued
sense of belonging. I feel proud to be working 
alongside others to protect this great land that we 
all love and rely on in equal measure.

As a student only a few short months away from 
graduation, the question “what will you do next?” 
lingers ever closer to the forefront of my mind. 
Before attending the AFS conference this year, I 
didn’t have an answer. Now, post-conference, after 
seeing such a wide variety of research projects, 
presentations, and passion for every aspect of 
fisheries and marine life, I am much more confident 
in the direction I will take after graduation. After 
being in a room with so many scientists that have 
based their life’s work on /curiosity/, the question 
of what I want to pursue next doesn’t seem so 
daunting. Through my continued education and 
as I begin my career, I will aspire to be a ‘life-long 
learner’ just as Molly was.

Gary Freitag Passes

Gary Freitag in Kodiak in 2016. Photo by 
Melissa Good/Alaska Sea Grant.

Gary Freitag recently passed 
at the age of 77. Gary was born in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and 
earned his M.S. in oceanography 
from Old Dominion University 
before moving to Alaska in 1974 to 
pursue a Ph.D. in oceanography at 
the University of Alaska Fairbanks. 
After two years in Fairbanks, 
he moved to Ketchikan in 1976 
to be closer to the ocean. Gary 
worked in salmon aquaculture 
research and management with 
the Alaska Department of Fish 
and Game, and later as research 
director at the Southern Southeast 
Regional Aquaculture Association. He also 
taught oceanography at the University of Alaska 
Southeast and served on the Pacific Salmon 
Commission Chinook Technical Committee, acting 
as a liaison between fisheries management and the 
fishers and communities who depend on salmon.

Gary joined Alaska Sea Grant in 2008 as the 
Ketchikan-based Marine Advisory Program

agent, providing educational and 
technical assistance and outreach 
across Southeast Alaska. For 
more than four decades, Gary 
conducted research, taught, 
and served the communities in 
Southeast Alaska. After retiring 
in 2021, Gary remained connected 
to marine research through his 
continued service on the advisory 
panel to the North Pacific 
Research Board and as a board 
member for the Western Regional 
Aquaculture Association. Gary is 
broadly remembered for his deep 
knowledge and expertise, along 

with a gift for teaching and to make complex 
information understandable.

Our thoughts are with all who knew and 
cared for Gary. His legacy lives on in his family, 
the many people he taught, the colleagues 
he mentored, the communities he supported, 
and the marine environment he helped us all 
understand a little better.
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“Jackie” LaPerriere Posthumously Receives Emmeline Moore Prize
Jacqueline “Jackie” LaPerriere is the 2025 

recipient of the Emmeline Moore Prize from the 
American Fisheries Society. She received the 
award posthumously at the AFS annual meeting 
in San Antonio, Texas. The award is named after 
Emmeline Moore (1927-1928), the first female AFS 
president, to recognize efforts of an individual 
member in the promotion of demographic 
diversity in the society. Jackie was a member of 
the AFS Alaska Chapter.

Jackie died in 1999 in Fairbanks, Alaska, to 
a rare form of cancer. She was born in 1942, in 
Northampton, Massachusetts. Jackie earned a 
B.S. degree cum laude in chemistry from the 
University of Massachusetts in 1964 and M.S. and 
Ph.D. degrees in water resources in 1971 and 1981 
from Iowa State University. In 1971, she began 
her career as a technician with the Institute of 
Water Resources, University of Alaska Fairbanks, 
and worked her way up the professional ladder 
to Research Biologist, Instructor, and Assistant 
Professor at the Institute. In 1980, Dr. LaPerriere 
joined the Alaska Cooperative Fishery Research 
Unit as Assistant Leader at the University. She 
was also an Assistant Professor, later Associate 
Professor, on faculty and the first woman to 
enter the professional ranks of the Cooperative 
Research Unit program nationwide. Jackie was a 
member of several professional societies including 
the American Fisheries Society where she served 
on the Board of Professional Certification. She 
was author or coauthor of more than 35 scientific 
publications with emphasis on limnology of 
Alaskan lakes and rivers. 

Upon entry into the Alaska Unit, Jackie became 
a focal point for young women seeking to enter 
the aquatic science profession. She was able to 
mentor 20 students seeking M.S. and Ph.D. degrees 
during her 20 years with the Alaska Unit, including 
a half-dozen women who went on to join the 
professional ranks of aquatic conservation. Her 
influence was not limited to graduate education. 
She mentored many other young women in high 
school and undergraduate programs as seasonal 
employees of the Unit. One of her former students, 
now an aquatic ecologist with the National Park 
Service, said that Jackie conducted some of the first 

limnological research on large, remote lakes — in 
Katmai and Gates of the Arctic National Parks, for 
example — and Jackie’s work inspired her and 
other professionals. Results of these studies now 
serve as a baseline for efforts to monitor the effects 
of climate change. Dr. Jacqueline LaPerriere was a 
pioneer among women in Alaskan aquatic science. 
She loved working in the field, especially on studies 
involving lake limnology. She is remembered as a 
loyal friend to her students and colleagues.

“Jackie” LaPerriere Posthumously Receives Emmeline Moore 
Prize

Yukon River Salmon Habitat Newsletter
The fall issues of the Yukon River Salmon Habitat 

Restoration Newsletter is now available. Newsletter 
coverage includes links to activities conducted 
by  the Alaska Department of Fish and Game, the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the Yukon River 
Drainage Fisheries Association, the Bureau of 
Land Management, the University of Alaska, Trout 
Unlimited, and partner organizations.

https://leucichthys.org/autumn-2025-yukon-river-drainage-salmon-habitat-restoration-newsletter/
https://leucichthys.org/autumn-2025-yukon-river-drainage-salmon-habitat-restoration-newsletter/
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Student Subunit Happenings

AFS Alaska Chapter Student Representative Lauren Yancy.

Lauren Yancy, Student Subunit Representatives
Subunit Officers - The 2025–2026 Subunit 

Officers are President Sam Comeau (Juneau), 
Vice President Blake Toney (Juneau), Secretary 
Danielle Tryon (Fairbanks), Treasurer Alex Borsky 
(Fairbanks), and Recruitment and Engagement 
Liaison Scott Chandler (Fairbanks). The officer 
team has been busy planning the new academic 
year. Over the summer, we leveraged our Subunit 
Instagram (uaf_afs_studentsubunit) to highlight 
fieldwork being conducted by our members. If you 
are a student and would like your field or lab work 
highlighted on our social media page, please email 
student@afs-alaska.org or message us on Instagram. 

Subunit Meetings - The Subunit kicked off the 
2025 academic year with a September meeting 
where we gave an overview presentation of AFS, 
its structure and mission, and the many additional 
opportunities for students such as assisting the 
Hutton Junior Fisheries Biology Program, or 
serving on a national level with the Student & 
Early Career Professional Subsection of the AFS 
Education Section. After the presentation, we 
played a very fun and well put together Kahoot fish 
trivia game (thanks Sam) that brought out friendly 
but competitive rivalry among the fisheries 
students. Both Juneau and Fairbanks campuses 
had great meeting turnout for our September 
meeting, notably a large increase in undergraduate 
participation in Fairbanks. Going forward, the 
Subunit hosted an October 30 meeting with a 
Halloween theme as we sat down to craft (painting 
pumpkins and decorating cookies) along with an 
informal graduate-student-led Q&A session for 
all students.

Molly Ahlgren Scholarship - The AFS Alaska 
Chapter is pleased to announce the 2026 Molly 
Ahlgren Scholarship. There is $7,000 available to be 
awarded as either one, two, or three scholarships 
which will be determined by the qualifications 
of the applicants. The maximum scholarship 
amount will be $7,000 with a minimum amount 
of $2,000. The scholarship will be provided for the 
2026 spring semester to qualifying undergraduate 
students pursuing a baccalaureate degree in 
fisheries, aquatic, or biological science at the 
University of Alaska System (UA) or Alaska Pacific 

University (APU). Sophomore, junior, and senior 
level undergraduate students will be considered 
based on accumulation of credits as determined 
by UA or APU academic criteria and in good 
academic standing. Travel to the AFS Alaska 
Chapter Annual Meeting in Fairbanks, AK, March, 
23–27, 2026, is recommended but not required. The 
Alaska Chapter is working on establishing funding 
for travel expenses, but funding is not currently 
available. The submission deadline of November 
7, 2025, may be extended.

AFS Alaska Chapter Annual Meeting Preparation - 
In preparation for the March 23–27, 2026, Annual 
Meeting in Fairbanks, the Student Subunit will 
be: 1) planning the Student Symposium where 
students can give practice talks; 2) planning the 
student retreat that will happen in Fairbanks 
the weekend before the Annual Meeting; and 
3) soliciting monetary donations and auction 
items for the Annual Meeting. If you’re a student 
interested in serving on any of these planning 
committees or helping with the Annual Meeting 
planning more broadly, please email student@afs-
alaska.org.

https://www.instagram.com/uaf_afs_studentsubunit
mailto:student%40afs-alaska.org?subject=
mailto:student%40afs-alaska.org?subject=
mailto:student%40afs-alaska.org?subject=
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Environmental Concerns Corner
Joel Markis and Sue Mauger

Recent actions on the Ambler Mining Road, King 
Cove Road, Donlin Gold Mine, and ANWR Oil 
and Gas Leasing all tie into the broader theme of 
accelerated permitting, reduced review time, and 
modified environmental review in Alaska. The 
current administration’s “unlock Alaska’s resource 
potential” messaging signals a shift toward 
prioritizing development, often at the expense 
of comprehensive environmental oversight. For 
fisheries professionals, this means that review 
processes that historically included detailed 
ecosystem and fishery analyses, public comment, 
and alternative evaluation may be truncated or 
modified, raising concerns about unintended 
consequences for fish habitat, ecosystem health, 
and the communities that depend on them.

Under the Alaska National Interest Lands 
Conservation Act (ANILCA), however, Section 810 
requires federal agencies to evaluate the potential 
impacts of proposed actions on subsistence uses 
and to hold public hearings when those uses may be 
significantly restricted. For fisheries professionals 
and concerned citizens, this provision remains a 
crucial safeguard, one that ensures subsistence 
access, habitat connectivity, and traditional 
harvest areas are not overlooked amid accelerated 
permitting. Invoking Section 810 reviews and 
encouraging public participation are vital steps 
to maintain transparency, accountability, and 
balance as Alaska navigates the intersection of 
development and environmental stewardship.

Projects to Watch for / Upcoming Public 
Comment Opportunities:

Ambler Mining Road (BLM / AIDEA): Future 
public comment periods are expected as project 
reviews evolve under new federal guidance. 
Monitor the BLM Ambler Road ePlanning page.

King Cove Road and Izembek Land Exchange 
(USFWS): Although the most recent comment 
window closed in February 2025, future public 
input may be solicited as the project moves toward 
a final decision.

Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (ANWR) Oil 
and Gas Leasing: Watch for forthcoming Federal 
Register notices related to leasing and EIS updates 
on the BLM Alaska leasing site.

Donlin Gold Mine (USACE): Most recent Alaska 
project added to the FAST-41 project list. Alaska 
District Court decision requires a supplemental 
EIS be drafted to address an inadequate analysis 
of a tailings spill. Future public comment may be 
solicited once the new analysis is released. 

National Petroleum Reserve–Alaska (NPR-A) 
Lease Sale: Opened through November 21, 2025. 
Submit comments via the BLM Alaska lease sale page.

Tongass National Forest / Roadless Rule Review: 
Comments are being reviewed on the proposed 
Roadless Rule rescission and a draft environmental 
impact statement and proposed rule are expected 
in early 2026. For more details go to USFS Roadless 
Areas website. The Tongass National Forest began 
a Forest Plan Revision in 2023, this process is 
ongoing and there will be additional opportunities 
for public comment and engagement see the USFS 
Forest Plan Revision for more information.

SAVE THE DATE - AFS Alaska Chapter Annual Meeting
Plans continue for the 52nd annual meeting of the AFS Alaska Chapter on March 

23-27, 2026, in Fairbanks. With a meeting theme of Strength in Numbers: Building 
Trust, Resilience, and Collaboration in Alaska's Fisheries, ideas are being solicited 
for session and continuing education workshop options. If you have ideas for oral 
presentation session themes and/or want to organize and lead a session, please 
complete the session survey. To help gauge interest in continuing education topics,  please complete 
this CE survey. Updated meeting information will be available at  https://units.fisheries.org/ak-mtg/. For 
additional thoughts or questions contact program chair Andy Seitz (presidentelect@afs-alaska.org).

https://eplanning.blm.gov/eplanning-ui/project/57323/570?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.blm.gov/programs/energy-and-minerals/oil-and-gas/leasing/regional-lease-sales/alaska?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.blm.gov/programs/energy-and-minerals/oil-and-gas/leasing/regional-lease-sales/alaska?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.fs.usda.gov/managing-land/planning/roadless
https://www.fs.usda.gov/managing-land/planning/roadless
https://www.fs.usda.gov/r10/tongass/planning/forest-plan/tongass-national-forest-plan-revision?utm_source=MarketingCloud&utm_medium=email
https://www.fs.usda.gov/r10/tongass/planning/forest-plan/tongass-national-forest-plan-revision?utm_source=MarketingCloud&utm_medium=email
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdI59Pc2a-5_ppmYaWWIiLzzqjCOiF-Vrdo_BP1C-NgxXNaVQ/viewform?usp=header
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf4qZlCNIY_Nuw_xOkOALrV0X7UnX13kZhFh5VoEX3H4RMptw/viewform?usp=header
https://units.fisheries.org/ak-mtg/
mailto:mailto:presidentelect%40afs-alaska.org?subject=
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2024-25 Alaska Chapter Officers

Feel free to contact the Executive Committee members.

President Whitney Crittenden 
Alaska Department of Fish and Game 
president@afs-alaska.org
President-Elect Andy Seitz 
University of Alaska Fairbanks 
presidentelect@afs-alaska.org
Vice President Erin Larson 
Alaska Center for Conservation Science 
vicepresident@afs-alaska.org
Immediate Past-President Audra Brase 
Alaska Department of Fish and Gamet 
pastpresident@afs-alaska.org
Treasurer Trent Dodson
Kodiak Regional Aquac. Assoc., Ph: 486-6555; 
treasurer@afs-alaska.org
Secretary Andrea James 
Chickaloon Village Traditional Council 
secretary@afs-alaska.org
Student Subunit Representative Lauren 
Yancy 
University of Alaska Fairbanks 
student@afs-alaska.org

Meetings and Events

The Alaska Chapter 
of the American Fisheries Society 

is a 501 (c)(3) tax exempt organization 
EIN 23-7368960.
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Oncorhynchus is the quarterly newsletter of the Alaska Chapter of the American 
Fisheries Society. Material in this newsletter may be reprinted from other AFS 
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Please submit materials for the next issue of Oncorhynchus by June 30.

AFS Code of Conduct
The Ethics and Professional Conduct Committee 

(EPCC) of the American Fisheries Society has 
developed a code of conduct for our meetings and 
AFS-sponsored functions, whether virtual or in person. 
This brief document is available at https://fisheries.org/
about/governance/afs-meetings-code-of-conduct/. Please 
read through this document to ensure that we are 
collectively working to build awareness of this policy to 
ensure that all AFS-related gatherings are a respectful 
and inclusive experience for everyone. 

Alaska Marine Science 
Symposium

January 26–30, 2026. This meeting 
will be held in Anchorage, AK. For 
more information go to https://www.
alaskamarinescience.org/.
American Fisheries Society Alaska 
Chapter Annual Meeting

March 23–27, 2026. The 52nd 
annual meeting of the AFS Alaska 
Chapter will be in Fairbanks, AK. 
More information will be posted at 
https://afs-alaska.org/.
Western Alaska Interdisciplinary 

Science Conference
April 7–9, 2026. This meeting 

will be held in Bethel, AK. For 
more information go to https://
alaskaseagrant.org/events/2026-
western-alaska-interdisciplinary-
science-conference/cal l- for-
abstracts/.

American Fisheries Society Western Division 
Annual Meeting 

May 4–7, 2026.  The next 
AFS Western Division meeting 
will be in Portland, OR. More 
information will be posted at https://wdafs.org/
meetings/annual-meeting/.
Lowell Wakefisld Fisheries Symposium 

May 5–8, 2026. This 34th meeting 
wil l  be  in  Kodiak,  AK.  More 
information will be posted at https://
alaskaseagrant.org/events/wakefield-
fisheries-symposium-2026/.
American Fisheries Society Parent Society 
Annual Meeting 

A u g u s t  3 0 –
September 3, 2026. 
The 156th annual 
meeting will be held 
in Columbus, OH. 
For more information go to https://afsannualmeeting.
fisheries.org/.
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